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Professor Low will provide a  
revealing account of life inside 
suburban fortresses that  
explains why many in America 
seek heightened security, fear  
diversity, and strive to hold on to 
"Pleasantville" like notions of 
community. 

SETHA M. LOW received her Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology from the University  of California,  
Berkeley. Dr. Low is Professor of Environmental Psychology and Anthropology, and Director of the 
Public Space Research Group at The Graduate Center, City University of New York, where she 
teaches courses on the anthropology of space and place, urban anthropology, landscapes of fear, 
and cultural values in historic preservation. Dr. Low has been awarded a Getty Fellowship, a NEH 
fellowship, and a Guggenheim for her work on values and the cultural landscape. She was elected 
President of the American Anthropological Association for 2007-2009. Her most recent books  
include: Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space and Cultural Diversity (2005, University of Texas 
Press), Politics of Public Space (2006, Routledge, edited with Neil Smith), and Behind the Gates: Life, 
Security and the Pursuit of Happiness in Fortress America (2003, Routledge).  
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